
2019

Landscaping
Trends

From modern materials to stone accents and
beautiful pools, 2019 is the year of bringing your 
outdoor space to life. Here are this year’s top 
landscaping trends, from the experts at Ted Lare.

from the experts at
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2019 Landscaping
Trends
2019 is the year of bringing your favorite aspects of
life - outdoors. Whether you are considering adding a
new landscaping feature or giving your yard a design 
makeover, this year’s top landscaping trends are full of 
ideas to inspire and help you get started.

Trends from outdoor living elements such as kitchens
and fireplaces, to stone accents and modern materials will 
help you envision your yard as an outdoor living space 
that can be shared with friends and family alike.

Read through our take on this year’s top trends and
let the experts at Ted Lare guide you through creating
a yard that will both increase the resale value of your
home and give you a space to enjoy for years to come.
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“People who love to eat are always 
the best people.”

Julia Child

Kitchens

trend 1

Outdoor

“Outdoor kitchens are one of the top landscaping and renovation trends 
right now because people want to take that indulgence a step further.”



Outdoor Kitchens
trend 1

Why an Outdoor Kitchen?Eating outdoors when the weather’s right is an absolute 
luxury that we love indulging in. Whether it’s savoring 
a tranquil moment after a long day, or entertaining and 
sharing your backyard oasis with friends, some of your 
best meals have been eaten outside.
 
Outdoor kitchens are one of the top landscaping and 
renovation trends right now because people want to 
take that indulgence a step further. The trend is all 
about personalization and lifestyle, and with so many 
options and benefits, they make plenty of sense as an 
addition to your home.

Outdoor kitchens are all about lifestyle. If you’re the 
type that enjoys being outside all summer with your 
family and friends, then an outdoor kitchen can be the 
perfect way to get more of those moments in your life. 

If that sounds enticing, read on for our take on why 
you should consider an outdoor kitchen in your yard.



Entertaining

Space Resale

Taste

Who doesn’t love a summer patio party? Whether 
it’s the primary reason to build an outdoor kitchen 
or not, the space will have you dazzling guests more 
often, practically begging you to throw some steaks 
on and mix a few drinks. You’ll also save money by 
decreasing restaurant cravings, preferring your own 
tasty backyard creations.

Whether you have a growing family or a desire for 
extra space, an outdoor kitchen opens up a new 
frontier of living space. It essentially adds another 
room to your home with the added bonus of spending 
more evenings outside, where you can relax while the 
kids run off some energy.

Personal reasons aside, an outdoor kitchen has a 
real ROI when it comes to resale. Depending on how 
versatile and appealing your kitchen is to other buyers, 
you could reap 100% or more of your investment back.

Grilled simply tastes better. The ingredients taste 
fresher, and when the smell of your food fills the air, 
you’ll enjoy your meals even more. Being able to prep 
all of your materials outside where you cook them will 
also keep the mess outdoors and make the grilling 
experience that much easier.



Traditional

Contemporary Rustic

Think of stone masonry with a beautiful wooden pergola 
overhead to enclose the space. If you want to closely 
integrate it with your indoor kitchen, you can even use 
the existing styles from there to inspire your design.

Picture sleek lines, formed concrete, and granite 
countertops.This design is guaranteed to create an 
entertaining centerpiece that will get guests buzzing 
with its energetic and modern edge. You could create 
a chic secluded oasis tucked away from the rest of the 
yard or even a prime poolside hub.

If a Tuscany vibe is your style, earth-tone colors and 
gorgeous rough-stone counters will create a warm and 
inviting atmosphere. Perfect for that pizza oven, this 
design will make your dinner guests want to relax and 
enjoy another glass of wine!

Design Ideas

Once you set your sights on wanting one, you can start 
dreaming up what your outdoor kitchen could look 
like. Ideally, the styles you choose should be a mix of 
practical and beautiful: something that blends into your 
existing backyard aesthetic but expands on what you’ve 
been dreaming of creating. 

Here are a few style ideas to get your imagination 
going for your own backyard creation:



“Screw your nightclub. I want to be with 
outdoorsy people who drink by the fire pit.”

Outdoor Fireplaces

trend 2

Fire Pits &

Unknown

“Transforming a patch of grass into a stone oasis will change the 
atmosphere of your yard as a whole”



Why an Outdoor Fire Pit?

It’s human nature to look for the centerpiece of a 
space, a hub to organize ourselves around. It’s no 
coincidence, then, that this makes centerpieces so 
important in design. Outdoors, the most compelling 
centerpiece is a fire. 

While outdoor fireplaces come in a myriad of forms 
and designs, they all have the same function. They 

bring people together, whether for an afternoon roast or 
a late-night chat across the coals. 

The first step toward creating that experience is to take 
a look at how you already use the space in your yard. 
A fire pit will become the center of gravity in your 
backyard, and will affect the space around it, so place it 
somewhere that you want people to go, sit, and relax. 

Outdoor Fireplaces

trend 2

Fire Pits &



Gas, Propane, or Wood? 

This is one of your first design questions. Do you want 
a campfire, the country vibe of a wood fireplace, or the 
clean convenience of gas? What could be a drawback 

upfront with the initial project, but these changes can 
always be implemented. The cost of an insert can 
range from a few hundred dollars to several thousand, 
depending on the size and automation level you desire. 

for one person, could easily be a benefit for another. It’s 
largely a decision about what kind of fireplace experience 
and lifestyle you’re after. There are pros and cons to both:

Luckily, the decision doesn’t have to be final. You can 
convert a wood fireplace or fire pit into a gas burner 
by installing an insert. It is always cheaper to do this 

Undecided?

Cleanliness Ease

Cost

Safety

Wood may be a renewable resource, but gas burns 
cleaner. The smoke carries far less odor, and it produces 
less floating embers. Gas fires tend to give the fire 
experience without too many of the uncomfortable side 
effects. Particularly for those with family members with 
asthma or scent sensitivity, gas is the preferred choice.

Gas is so popular because it’s convenient. It’s a lot faster 
to flip a switch than to start a fire from scratch, and it’s a 
relief  to know your fuel is always at hand, rather than 
chopping logs when you’re running low. 

Wood-burning is cheaper in both installation and fuel, 
if you have it readily available. The cost of installing 
gas varies, depending on whether you have a propane 
or natural gas source nearby. If you have to run a new 
line from a long distance, it will cost more. The level of 
automation you choose will also influence the cost. 

Gas fireplaces should be installed by professionals. 
Wood has its own safety concerns, including chopping 
wood, and installation location.  Wood-burning fire 
pits and fireplaces should be located farther away 
from the home.



Fire Pit or Fireplace?

Design Inspiration

Material Options

Outdoor fire comes in 2 basic styles: fire pit or fireplace. 
A fire pit is cheaper, and allows people to sit all around 
it. Fire pits are made for roasting marshmallows, 
drinking some beer, and relaxing into the late hours 
of the night over crackling embers. They are more 
difficult to incorporate into a covered outdoor room and 
are more vulnerable to wind, but tend to invite a more 
outdoorsy feeling. The height of the actual fire pit can 
be customized for your specific needs.  It can be sunken 

in the ground 12” for a more primal feel, or raised 12” 
with a finished stone cap for a more contemporary feel. 

A fireplace is where the fire burns above ground, 
typically with a chimney above. They are more 
expensive but can provide a larger focal point, creating 
an outdoor living room wherever it goes. Fireplaces are 
perfect for sipping wine and putting your feet up under 
a blanket in a cozy patio chair.

Your ambition can go as far as your imagination and 
budget allow! You’ll need a stone or non-flammable 
base to build on, but after that, the world of design 
choices are entirely up to you. 

The easiest solutions include buying a portable metal 
or stone firepit to give some fire and warmth. It may 
not be a signature centerpiece, but it’s an easy way to 
get started. 

Fire pits and fireplaces can be created out of a 
variety of materials. Our designers use a lot of 
natural stone for fire pits, although there are some 
nice manufactured stone options available as well. 

On the other side of the spectrum, makeover your 
entire backyard living space to include a patio area 
with a firepit in the center to anchor your backyard. 
Transforming a patch of grass into a stone oasis will 
change the atmosphere of your yard as a whole and 
create the perfect space for comfort and socializing.

Both last a long time and costs are similar, so the main 
factor driving the decision is purely visual. See some 
of our installed fire pits and places on the Ted Lare 
Landscaping Materials page. Landscaping Materials



trend 3

Modern Materials
for Modern Homes

“Today’s style of landscaping blends together many elements of both the 
natural and unnatural to make something more interesting.”

“Native plants give us a sense of where we are in that great land of 
ours. I want to look at Texas like Texas and Vermont like Vermont”

Plantings

trend 3

Low Maintenance

Lady Bird Johnson
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trend 1

Modern Materials
for Modern Homes

Whenever we aren’t experiencing icy conditions and 
temperatures below freezing, we are often looking for 
ways to enjoy more time at home spent outdoors. Some 
of the best spaces in our homes are those that combine 
the delights of the natural world,  just a step outside our 
back doors with all of the comforts of our home. 

Creative landscape design is what makes these 
dreams of outdoor spaces a reality. A practice 
that skillfully combines art and science, landscape 
designers and construction teams are able to create 
stunning outdoor spaces that are a joy to experience. 
A far cry from the days a decade ago when a wooden 
deck and a barbeque were the gold standard, we are 
now valuing outdoor spaces as much as the indoors. 

Indoor Comfort, Outdoor Ambiance

Plantings

trend 3

2018’s landscaping trends are all about lifestyle and 
enjoying more time outside with friends and family. 
When we finally do get some extra time to spend 
outside, most of us don’t want to spend it maintaining 
picky plants, laboring away at watering and weeding.

The Low-Maintenance Planting trend is all about freeing 
up more time to actually enjoy our backyard lifestyle.

Low Maintenance
Let Go of the Lawn

Where does most of your yard maintenance time go? 
Chances are you’ve spent too many hours mowing, 
watering, and fertilizing to keep your lawn looking 
beautiful. At some points in our lives, we might need a 
lawn. Young kids can certainly demand a very different 
use of your backyard space. 

However, once you can, exchange maintenance work 
for time to relax in your yard.  Ditch the lawn and install 
beds of native, low-maintenance plants. 



Using Native Plants

Native plants are a gardener’s dream. They’ve evolved 
perfectly for standard rainfalls, so in an average 
season, you might not need to water your plants at 
all. They have also had the chance to develop natural 
resistance against local pests and diseases, as well as 
being the most attractive to local pollinators. 

Native plants require less pesticides, less fertilizer, 
and less watering than tropicals or hybrid perennials. 
They drastically decrease the labor needed to maintain 
your backyard, stay healthy, and bring an assortment 
of helpful and beautiful pollinators to boost the health 
and appeal of the rest of your yard. 

For a list of native prairie plants that grow in your 
Iowa County, check out this inclusive list from the 

University of Iowa.

We offer a great selection of prairie grasses 
and flowers at Ted Lare Garden Center.  

Come visit us for ideas and inspiration for your garden.
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More complex installations like sunken hot tubs, 
elaborately designed water features, custom 
fireplaces, or fully functional outdoor kitchens - 
are all staples of the new luxury home. These new 
features bring homeowners outdoors more often to 
enjoy the peacefulness and serenity that you can only 
find in nature. 

Landscape Designers and Architects develop plans for 
outdoor spaces, but the building materials used are 
the cornerstone that all of our favorite landscaping 
trends are built on. Everything worth enjoying is built 
on a foundation that you can trust and depend on, 
and these materials are not only great to work with, 
but serve as inspiration for your next outdoor living 
project. Whether you’re making a complete overhaul 
or some simple upgrades, material choices can make 
or break the look of your entire space.  

Today’s style of landscaping blends together many 
elements of both the natural and unnatural to make 
something more interesting. Metals, natural stone, 
man-made stone,  plantings, and tasteful furnishings 
and decor create the ideal modern design to set 

Modern Look, Outdoors

amongst the natural beauty of your outdoor space. 
Different modern materials are perfect for creating 
artistic focal points and functional highlights of your 
design. Here are some of our favorite cutting edge 
material trends that we are utilizing right here in Iowa. 



This weather-proof alloy blend takes on a beautiful 
and authentic aged appearance with a little exposure 
to the elements. The bronze color and style of the 
material has a lovely mid-century modern look 
that adds a hint of warmth and texture to your 
garden or landscape. Corten Steel is also practically 
maintenance-free, making it an easy upgrade for any 
home, working just as well for fencing as it does for 
feature wall panels, fire pits, or modern sculpture. 

We’re most familiar with brushed aluminium as a 
luxury finish on expensive phones and laptops than 
as a building material, but it’s making a breakthrough 
in some of the most trendy and stylish landscape 
designs, too. Best suited for the ultra-modern look, 
brushed aluminium looks precise and practically 
industrial, pairing well with clean lines and angular 
designs - or contrasting with the vibrant irregularity 
of your plants and garden. 

Adding hardscaping to your garden can range 
anywhere from building retaining walls to adding 
a cozy sitting area, or perhaps making a pathway 
through your garden. Patios, paths, and retaining 
walls are all practical design choices that not only add 
aesthetic appeal, but functionality too. Patio pavers 

and stepping stones are one of the most popular 
hardscaping materials, offering a series of interlocking 
stones in a variety of styles to choose from, including 
both man-made and natural stone options. They are the 
perfect choice for adding some structure to your garden 
without losing the rugged appeal or organic materials. 

Corten Steel Brings in Modern Appeal Stunning Brushed Aluminum 

Modern Hassle-Free Hardscaping
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Your own style and imagination are the start of any 
landscaping design project, but a few pointers will 
help you to realize your dreams best:

2. Planning Makes Perfect
When it comes to your yard and property, you don’t 
have time or space for practice and errors! Get a good, 
to-scale sketch of the plans before you start breaking 
ground and planning large. Planning beforehand will 
ensure that the final project is everything you wanted 
it to be and entirely functional. 

Your Style Guide for Modern Landscaping 

1. Design for Function First
Landscaping is an investment that will help you 
expand your living space beyond your back door. 
With function in mind first, you’ll be able to create 
projects that allow you to enjoy more of your 
property for more of the year - which you can then 
shape to suit your ideal design. Keep in mind logistics, 
like paths that are wide enough for two people or 
patios that can fit furniture, to avoid frustration and 
disappointment in your landscape designs.

3. Hire a Professional for the Difficult tasks 
While it can be exciting to take on some projects as 
a DIY, our professionals have the experience and 
know-how to tackle the toughest of jobs and give you 
an end product that you’ll be excited about. Hiring 
a pro is often less expensive than building your 
own and fixing mistakes later, and we’ll be able to 
offer our expertise along the way to make sure that 
everything turns out as you hope it will. With so many 
new materials and techniques out there, it pays to get 
some help to navigate them. It is worth having some 
help to get it done perfectly the first time, so you can 
enjoy the outdoors sooner. 

oasis in your backyard. It’s time to make the most of 
your entire home space throughout the year, and with 
new styles, tricks, and materials, just imagine all the 
possibilities you could have right at home!
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“Sometimes you need to step outside, get some air, and 
remind yourself of who you are and who you want to be.”

& Pergolas

trend 4

Covered Patios

Gossip Girl

“This is all about lifestyle. If you find yourself wanting to spend more 
time enjoying your own backyard, this is how to make it happen.”



Some people may have a fondness for rainy days, 
but wet weather can get in the way of enjoying your 
backyard. A rainy picnic is a classic frustration that 
has pushed covered outdoor areas toward the top of 
current landscaping trends. 
 
This is all about lifestyle. If you find yourself wanting 
to spend more time enjoying your own backyard, this 
is how to make it happen. Imagine being able to get 
outside earlier in the spring, stay later into the fall, and 
even grill in the rain.

& Pergolas

trend 4

Covered Patios

Love what you’re reading?
Sign up for our email newsletter and 
get inspiration delivered straight to 

your inbox!



Why a Covered Patio?

A covered patio can be built as an extension of your 
home, or as a separate structure out in your yard.  
As counterintuitive as it may sound, we cover our 

backyard space because we love to be outdoors. A 
covered patio opens up so many new opportunities 
to enjoy your time at home outside more often.

It doesn’t take much to cover a patio, but by essentially 
adding another room to your house, your resale value 
will improve dramatically.

Click here to see more photographs of our landscape design 
projects that feature covered patios and pergolas!

Resale

Extend the Year Protection
Iowa isn’t quite a tropical oasis, and our harsher 
weather leaves us treasuring our fleeting summers. 
With a covered patio, your year is extended. Early 
spring and late fall become part of your outdoor 
living and entertaining season, and your summer can 
include protection from unpleasant weather and hot 
afternoon sunshine. 

We are used to needing to protect ourselves and our 
outdoor space from rain, snow, and UV rays. With 
a covered patio, however, you won’t need to run 
outside to cover the patio furniture at the first sign 
of rain and you can feel free to leave your books 
outside without worry.



Pergolas

A covered patio is an extension of your indoor space, 
usually sharing at least one wall with your house. 
However, you could build a modern gazebo, detached 
from your home, to provide shade and protection from 
weather. A pergola is a structure that shades the seating 
area below it, but does not provide shelter from rain. 
The most common type of pergola is constructed from 
cedar wood. Alternative and more modern materials 
may include steel or aluminum.  

Typically, a pergola will have a frame of sturdy wood 
that is easy to cover. The end result is a shaded and 
protected area that still remains open to the rest of 
your yard. It’s the perfect spot for picnics, reading, 
or entertaining. Imagine your own personalized 
version with flowering vines, or maybe with a hot 
tub for entertaining. If you’re a romantic, imagine a 
freestanding pergola or gazebo for a secluded corner of 
perfect quiet at home, or a beautiful covered walkway 
leading to your door. A pergola or covered patio is all 
about taking the outdoor lifestyle of your dreams and 
making it your reality.

You can do almost anything with a covered outdoor 
patio. Not only practical, they add value to your home 
and are everything you can imagine them to be.



Smart people that like good health spend several 
hours outdoors daily in the shade of trees.

Columns

trend 5

Seat Walls &

Steven Magee

“Hosting a larger gathering becomes easier, and nobody has to worry 
about finding a place to sit with this subtle design solution.”



Seating is about inviting people to feel at home and 
relaxed, and this trend is all about making it easier to 
relax outdoors.

While extra chairs can eat up space and distract 
from the aesthetic of your outdoor space, a seating 
wall incorporates comfort and entertaining into your 
backyard. Often seating walls provide overflow seating 
for larger backyard gatherings, in addition to furniture.

Columns

trend 5

Seat Walls &

How-To

When you’re looking to build a seating wall, the 
first thing to focus on is comfort. You’ll want the wall 
to be easily accessible, so your wall should be a 
comfortable height and have a wide capstone. With a 
wall that is about 18” high and a cap at least 12” wide 
and stable, the rest of the wall is flexible to whatever 
you imagine!

Construction methods vary depending on the material 
chosen. Some seating walls may require a concrete 
footing to frost depth, while others may only require a 
compacted gravel base of nine inches.



Retaining Walls, Upgraded

Retaining walls are an important structural 
“cornerstone” to landscape design. In the process of 
landscaping your space, a change of grade or natural 
slope can be elegantly contained with a visually 
pleasing barrier. Retaining walls are elegant solutions 
to practical layout problems in your yard.

A seating wall upgrades the utilitarian retaining wall 
to do even more. Not only functional and beautiful, 
people can sit on it comfortably as well. Suddenly, 
late nights spent with family and friends outdoors 
gets an intuitive upgrade. Hosting a larger gathering 
becomes easier, and nobody has to worry about 
finding a place to sit with this subtle design solution. 
Your retaining wall now has a stylish and practical 
purpose, and you’ll find your backyard will quickly 
become the go-to place for gatherings.

people inside to enjoy a roaring fire, or invite people to 
picnic on flat capstones.

Seating walls aren’t restricted to retaining walls, and 
can have so many practical functions paired with 
stunning aesthetic. Circular seating walls can invite 

Peruse our portfolio of seat walls and columns, and start 
envisioning your new backyard. Questions? We can help!

Freestanding & Functional



Dressing Up the Design

Stone Columns

The beauty of these seating walls is that they don’t 
need to be purely functional and can be dressed up 
with containers of flowers, or dressed down with timber 
or stonework. Whatever your choice of design, elegant 
stone wall features are a classic way to add depth 
and shape to the landscape of your yard, introducing 
practical ways to enjoy your outdoor space more.

Stone columns can be both beautiful and structural, 
depending on how they are incorporated into the 
design. Often, stone columns are used to add one more 
level of detail in a pergola, or covered patio design, 
by wrapping the timber post in stone. The use of stone 
upgrades the overall ‘look and feel’ of the space, and 
compliments the other stone elements of the design 
such as a patio or fireplace.

Stone columns can also be used as stand-alone 
elements in the landscape, used to frame a view or 
just add an interesting vertical element in the design. 
Whether you’re thinking about installing a seating wall 
for your home, or looking into adding columns into your 
yard for visual interest, our landscape designers can 
advise you on the best practical and creative solutions 
for your yard. Get in touch with our design office, and 
start talking through design ideas and options for your 
backyard escape.
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“People who love to eat are always
the best people.”

Julia Child

Outdoor
Kitchens

2018 Landscaping
intro

2018 is the year of bringing your favorite aspects of 
life - outdoors. Whether you are considering adding a 
new landscaping feature or giving your yard a design 
makeover, this year’s top landscaping trends are full of 
ideas to inspire and help you get started.

Trends from outdoor living elements such as kitchens 
and fireplaces, to stone accents and low maintenance 
plantings will help you envision your yard as an 
outdoor living space that can be shared with friends 
and family alike. 

Read through our take on this year’s top trends and 
let the experts at Ted Lare guide you through creating 
a yard that will both increase the resale value of your 
home and give you a space to enjoy for years to come.
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“Native plants give us a sense of where we are in that great land of 
ours. I want to look at Texas like Texas and Vermont like Vermont”

Plantings

trend 3

Low Maintenance

Lady Bird Johnson

“Everyone loves the idea of slipping into a refreshing pool with the 
convenience of home only a few paces away”
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Custom Pool
Design
Summer is the perfect time to dream of relaxing in 
paradise and what better way to wash away all of 
your worries than soaking up the sun and summer 
heat poolside! While we are lucky here in Iowa to 
have some nice lakes and community water parks, the 
convenience of having your own private getaway right 
in your backyard simply can’t be beaten.  Custom 
pools provide endless entertainment for the the entire 
family. They can also be sources of relaxation and 
beautiful views right in your own backyard, when the 
festivities are over. 

Pools are not only a spot of recreational fun and 
relaxation for your family, but they are also a natural 
gathering place for entertaining guests all summer. 
Everyone loves the idea of slipping into a refreshing 
pool with the convenience of home only a few paces 
away - and your family, friends, and neighbors 
will naturally want to join in the fun and enjoy the 
benefits, too. 

Why a Custom Pool Might Be Right for You

Plantings

trend 3

2018’s landscaping trends are all about lifestyle and 
enjoying more time outside with friends and family. 
When we finally do get some extra time to spend 
outside, most of us don’t want to spend it maintaining 
picky plants, laboring away at watering and weeding.

The Low-Maintenance Planting trend is all about freeing 
up more time to actually enjoy our backyard lifestyle.

Low Maintenance
Let Go of the Lawn

Where does most of your yard maintenance time go? 
Chances are you’ve spent too many hours mowing, 
watering, and fertilizing to keep your lawn looking 
beautiful. At some points in our lives, we might need a 
lawn. Young kids can certainly demand a very different 
use of your backyard space. 

However, once you can, exchange maintenance work 
for time to relax in your yard.  Ditch the lawn and install 
beds of native, low-maintenance plants. 



Installing a custom designed pool is an opportunity to 
update the design of your entire backyard. Similar to 
building a new home, the chance to build a new pool 
gives you the freedom to add any other features you 
have always wanted in your backyard to complete the 
perfect space for your family. Installing a pool is a large 
construction project, so if you are looking to build in 
other amenities, this would be a good time to tackle 
those other wish list items. 

Along with the obvious aesthetic and entertaining 
benefits, your desire to have the perfect spot for 
summer relaxation cannot be understated. With the 
often extreme summer weather that we can see here 
in Iowa, many of us still want to get outside to enjoy 
our outdoor spaces as much as we possibly can - and 
incorporating a functional pool into your beautiful 
backyard landscape is the ideal way to make the most 
of the summer heat.  We can also add a nice pergola 
or gazebo to give you and your guests a comfortable 
shady area on the patio to keep you cool during the 
summer heat. 

With all of these benefits in mind, it is also important to 
remember that a pool is not only an investment in your 
lifestyle, but an investment in your property value. To 
get the most value out of your pool installation, the area

needs to be professionally designed and installed in 
a way that it blends seamlessly with your backyard. 
A pool plopped in the middle of your yard without 
additional design considerations may not yield a good 
return. However, if you have the pool and the rest of 
the backyard designed and landscaped to blend in with 
the surroundings, you will get a larger return out of 
your investment if you ever decide to sell your home.  
A properly designed project will make a huge first 
impression on guests and potential buyers alike. 

Using Native Plants

Native plants are a gardener’s dream. They’ve evolved 
perfectly for standard rainfalls, so in an average 
season, you might not need to water your plants at 
all. They have also had the chance to develop natural 
resistance against local pests and diseases, as well as 
being the most attractive to local pollinators. 

Native plants require less pesticides, less fertilizer, 
and less watering than tropicals or hybrid perennials. 
They drastically decrease the labor needed to maintain 
your backyard, stay healthy, and bring an assortment 
of helpful and beautiful pollinators to boost the health 
and appeal of the rest of your yard. 

For a list of native prairie plants that grow in your 
Iowa County, check out this inclusive list from the 

University of Iowa.

We offer a great selection of prairie grasses 
and flowers at Ted Lare Garden Center.  

Come visit us for ideas and inspiration for your garden.
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A custom pool is a significant investment, but once 
you get used to the benefits of owning one, it’s 
hard to imagine life without it. Instead of travelling 
to crowded locations to try to relax, you’ll have a 
poolside escape mere steps outside of your back

door - the perfect place for your weekend R&R or 
for luxury patio entertaining all summer. When 
you are dreaming up your own ideal backyard pool, 
here are some things to consider to make sure the 
real thing lives up to your imagination:

There are a lot of things to keep in mind to make your 
custom inground pool everything that you want it to 
be. The process to design your pool is comprehensive, 
taking all above and below ground factors into 
consideration and balancing them with design, function, 
and style. Plan far in advance to make sure that you 
have enough time to get everything perfect . Many 
people start their pool installation process about a year 
before they are planning to take their first swim. 

If you do not have a strong vision for your space, we 
can guide you down the right path and help you make 
any decisions along the way. The design team that you 
work with will manage the entire process, so you do not 
have to deal with any subcontractors, permits, and other 
unknown obstacles. We have done this before, so we 
know what mistakes to avoid and how to make the install 
as smooth as possible. 

It’s important to remember that your pool is not only an 
idealistic spa getaway, but it is also a part of the greater 
design of your landscape as a whole. Our design team 
will include any other functional items into the pool 
design and arrange them in a way that feels natural. 
Whether you want a fire pit, outdoor kitchen, or a 
covered patio space, we will fit them into the design in a 
way that makes sense and looks beautiful too. 

After you’ve decided to take the dive into getting a 
pool and have a rough idea of what you would like, 
the first step is to contact a reputable Landscape 
Design company with a lot of experience designing 
and managing pool installations. At Ted Lare Design 
Build, we partner with preferred pool installation 
contractors to give your backyard the look of your 
dreams. We have designed pool areas with a number 
of different styles in the past and our team can 
easily adapt to the vision you have in mind. 

Planning for Your Custom Pool Area

Plan Far in Advance

Find a Designer

Establish a Vision

Consider Other Elements
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lawn. Young kids can certainly demand a very different 
use of your backyard space. 

However, once you can, exchange maintenance work 
for time to relax in your yard.  Ditch the lawn and install 
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Once you have started the design process, you will 
work with the design team to decide on the particulars 
of your backyard landscape and pool design. You will 
get to make decisions about every aspect of your pool 
so that it’s a perfect fit for your space and your family. 
Here are some common questions and decisions that 
may arise as we go through the design process: 

• Chlorinated or salt water pool? 

• Concrete pool or vinyl liner? 

• Auto cover or no cover? 

• Rectangular or curved shapes? 

• Hot tub spa included? 

• Modern look or classic look? 

• Diving depth with diving board or designed  
for pool games? 

• Manual pool controls or smart controls  
via your phone?

• Do you want custom steps or a cocktail area  
within the pool?

Different design choices and materials all come with 
their own costs, benefits, and price tags, so it’s good to 
have the help of a team to walk you through finding the 
perfect fit.  Do not be intimidated by all of these choices, 
we can help you make the right decision to fit your 
lifestyle and aesthetic.

We cover every detail of your vision for the perfect 
backyard pool installation that you hope to achieve, 
even if you don’t want to build everything at once. If 
your designers are aware of the big picture, they can 
help plan ahead to make every step work together 

seamlessly as you work towards your goals. They will 
also help you to manage a budget and come up with 
the preliminary design so you can figure out exactly 
how to meet those goals. 

It’s All in the Details
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With a construction plan in place, we will get into 
all the little details that make your pool match your 
family and aesthetic perfectly, in addition to suiting 
your needs. Get creative with your designers and 
pick out the best finishes and details. Once you start 
pricing out different materials, like tile choices and 
pool deck finishes, you will be able to see the final 
vision for your pool area. 

The next step is the construction of your pool and the 
surrounding area. As your backyard is transformed, 
there are usually inevitable modifications to the 
overall design plan that can be worked into your 
vision as you see it come to life. It is not uncommon to 
add additional patio space, or perhaps more privacy 
screening as you see the design take form. 

Between excavation, grading, pool installation, pool 
deck installation, final grading, planting, lighting, and 
touch-ups, you can expect your yard to be a work-
in-progress for at least 8 weeks. This length of time 
really depends on the initial conditions of your yard 
and how large the scope of work is. Your designer will 
give you an estimated time frame for your project as 
the design takes shape.

Taking on a big landscape and construction project in 
your backyard can be daunting, and the process for a 
good design and quality installation will take months 
to develop.  However, it is important to remember how 
you will enjoy this new pool area for many years.  After 
the installation is complete, you will appreciate the 
attention to detail we have for each design. We truly 
want to make each project special for the homeowner, 
so you are delighted everytime you step into your new

backyard pool area. If you spend your summer 
wishing you could be poolside with friends and 
family, enjoying the very best of relaxation inside the 
peaceful confines of your backyard, then investing 
in a gorgeous and functional pool might be the right 
choice for your home - so dive in!

Next Steps
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